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1 SUMMARIES  
Notes from the Director : 

This past year has certainly been a year of change.  

Programmatically, goals and objectives remain consistent, but 

responsibilities and agency names have been revamped and 

undergone change. 

Entering his second term, Governor Hutchinson promised the 

citizens of Arkansas a more efficient and effective state 

government.  In July of 2 019, that promise was fulfilled by 

taking 50 plus state agencies, commissions, and boards and 

consolidating them under one of fifteen cabinet secretaries.  

The governorôs transformation plan is reducing the duplication 

of efforts and maximizing resources, thus making Arkansas 

state government more economically sustainable. 

The Arkansas Natural Resources Commission (ANRC) was 

placed under the Arkansas Department of Agriculture.  The 

ANRC still has its board of commissioners, serving at the 

discretion of the governor, but administratively the agency is 

now the Natural Resources Division of the Arkansas 

Department of Agriculture.  

The transformation process also dedicated the Arkansas Unpaved Roads Program (AUPR) to the Natural 

Resources Division.  Approximately 85% of roads in Arkansas are dirt/gravel and these roads are a major 

source of sediment entering our water bodies.  The AUPR has been given a state budget of $300K per 

year to work with counti es and demonstrate environmentally sensitive road management practices.  The 

AUPR will assist our existing NPS Management program to enhance water quality  and it also gives us the 

ability to leverage other partnerships for success. 

The NPS Management program has met several notable milestones for 2019.  Some of which include:  

¶ A success story in the Lake Conway ï Point Remove watershed 

¶ After taking a year off , the NPS Annual meeting was held this year with over 85 in attendance.  
The format of the meeting was changed to a sin gle day and participant feedback supported this 

change for subsequent years 

¶ An EPA accepted nine-element plan was develop for the Middle White River watershed 

Partnerships and active participation continue to be the backbone for environmental conservation in our 

state.  We continually look for opportuni ties to develop and grow new partnerships and value our existing 

ones.  It truly takes the cooperation and commitment of all government agencies/divisions, conservation 

districts, organizations, groups and citizens to promote conservation and influence water quality.   

Although new or added responsibilities and name changes occur, we continue our dedication to enhance 

or maintain water quality in our state.  We work daily to meet or exceed that commitment. 
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The Arkansas Department of Agriculture Division of Natural Resources is proud to provide this 201 9 

Annual Report for the Arkansas Nonpoint Source Management Program. 

 

Bruce Holland, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Executive Director  

Arkansas Department of Agriculture 

Natural Resources Division 
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Executive Summary:  

The Arkansas Department of Agriculture Division of Natural Resources (ADA) is the lead agency 

responsible for the Arkansas Nonpoint Source (NPS) Management Program.  The ADA and its many 

partners and stakeholders collaboratively work together to develop the NPS Pollution Management Plan.  

The Plan provides a broad framework and aspirational objectives and milestones for implementation of 

the NPS Management Program.  Watersheds are prioritized for resource allocation using a risk matrix 

assessment tool that is contained within the Plan.  The Plan is updated every five years based upon an 

adaptive approach.  The current Plan was updated and approved by EPA Region VI and covers the 2018-

2023 timeframe. 

The Arkansas Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ) is the primacy agency for overseeing water 

quality in Arkansas.  ADEQ is required to develop and provide an Integrated Water Quality Assessment 

Report and listing, commonly referred to as the 305(b) report and the 303(d) list, every two years for 

EPA acceptance and approval.  The assessment and report defines if waterbodies (streams, lakes, and 

impoundments) are meeting and supporting their designated uses.  The 305(b) report an d subsequent 

303(d) list provides the initial and foremost basis to direct efforts to restore water quality within the 

state. 

The NPS Programôs success has been evaluated primarily on the 303(d) list.  When impaired waterbodies 

are restored, they are removed from the list.  The level of effort needed to remove a waterbody is 

enormous and cannot be accomplished by a single agency, program, project or activity.  It is essential 

that the ADA Division of Natural Resources, its partners, and stakeholders work together in a 

collaborative effort to improve water quality.  Throughout this report you will see the many partners that 

contribute to  the success of the NPS Program. 

This Annual Report focuses on the accomplishments that were made in meeting milestones of the NPS 

Program for FY 2019.  It details projects, efforts, and activities initiated, implemented, or completed by 

partners and stakeholders over the past year.  This report also contains calculated load reductions of 

sediment, nitrogen, and phosphorus; installed Best Management Practices (BMPs); and how federal 

dollars were allocated within the NPS Program. 

Efforts continue to be made in improving  water quality in select areas and watersheds.  For this progress 

to continue, certain achievements will have to be accomplished, such as: 

¶ State and Federal agencies continue to provide technical and financial assistance. 

¶ Stakeholders ñbuy inò and becoming actively involved in restoring waterbodies.  

¶ Low Impact Development (LID) and Green Infrastructure (GI) techniques are demonstrated in 

urban areas and demonstrations are implemented for educational purposes for students, 

developers, municipalities, and citizens of the community. 

¶ Watershed stakeholders and groups organize and identify common water quality goals. 

¶ Watershed plans, conservation plans, and comprehensive nutrient plans are developed, utilized, 

and implemented. 

¶ Continuation of water quality monitoring in priority watersheds evaluating the status of those 

watersheds. 
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2 Education and Outreach  

Education and outreach projects continue to be a focus of the Arkansas 319(h) program.  Educating 

landowners and the citizens of Arkansas about NPS pollution and the methods of control, reduction or 

abatement is challenging.  Assessing the water quality benefits of education is almost impossible.  

Continuing to demonstrate projects and repackaging education materials is the most effective means we 

have found to promote the NPS Program. 

The Murphy Pond pollution prevention project was initiated and completed during FY 2019 and connected 

with many residents in Northwest Arkansas.   This project is highlighted below: 

Improving NPS Pollution Prevention in a Small Urban Community Watershed  

Murphy Pond is located within the city of Springdale, Arkansas and flows directly into Spring Creek, which 
drains into the Illinois River Watershed (HUC 11110103).  The City of Springdale recognized an ongoing 

issue with NPS pollution, specifically, urban litter.  This pond attracts m any visitors and has several 

recreational uses, such as fishing, picnics, community events, and walking/jogging.  The urban litter was 
creating problems for the City of Springdale staff and the amount of litter was unsightly and c aused local 

flooding issues during heavy rainfall events.  It was decided that the NPS problem should be addressed 
through an education and demonstration project.  The University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension 

Service along with the City of Springdale managed the project and took the lead in addressing this 

apparent issue with Murphy Pond. 
 

The goals of the project were: to provide a cleaner, healthier, and more attractive Murphy Pond; address 
the trash collection point before discharge into Spring Creek; and help make park users aware of the litter 

problem through educational outreach.  Project managers proposed resolving trash collection points, 

demonstrating the impact of NPS Pollution using catchments, public displays, and educational signage, 
engaging residents, park users, and business on the impact of the NPS pollution, and using social media, 

events, and activities to provide education and feedback opportunities.   
 

This project installed a litter gate, pet 
waste stations, new little bins (with bi -

lingual educational messaging), and 

interpretive signage.  A measure of 
success for this project was bringing in 

and collaborating with the Education 
Accelerated by Service and Technology 

(EAST) lab from JO Kelly Middle School.  

These middles schoolers helped develop 
educational materials, conducted 

outreach, and took lead on a litter 
removal and trash audit around Murphy 

Park.  The trash audit that was 
conducted in 2019 yielded around 31 

pounds of litter.   
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There were challenges with this project and lessons learned.  The duration of 

the project was 6 months, which proved challenging in timing and completion 

of the project .  Weather tends to be a challenge in implementing projects and 
it was the case for this project as well.  However, the weather challenges were 

met and overcome with great partners, good planning, and clear goals.  The 
original litter gate that was installed was destroyed during an unexpected flood 

event.  City staff immediately began plans to rebuild the structure and 
improved its strength.  The litter gate has  been a great success for all parties 

involved.  It has cut down the time spent cleaning Murphy Pond in half for City 

staff.   
 

Nonpoint source pollution has not always been well-understood by residents, 
municipalities, and stakeholders, but it is becoming more widely understood 

among the public due to efforts like this project.  The University of Arkansas 

Cooperative Extension Service had developed strong relationships and focused 
efforts in the education and demonstration arena.  Through these efforts, co mmunities appear to be 

more concerned and proactive when it comes to addressing NPS Pollution.  These efforts are going to be 
the key in combating current and future challenges regarding urban NPS issues.  This project is a great 

example in capacity building, educational demonstration, and pollution prevention.   

 

 
 

 

 


